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MedWet/Culture Working Group
This short note, prepared by the MedWet Co-ordination Unit, is intended to provide a framework for the proposed MedWet Working Group on the cultural values of wetlands (MedWet/Culture WG). The framework has been finalised during the first meeting of the Working Group, held in Valencia in March 2004.

1. General purpose
The general purpose of the MedWet/Culture WG is to encourage and support the incorporation of cultural values in the management of wetlands in the Mediterranean Region, in accordance with the terms of Resolution VIII.19
.

2. Main objectives
The Working Group has determined the following main objectives for its work:
2.1 
Catalysing and assisting the implementation of Resolution VIII.19 around the Mediterranean Basin, by introducing the cultural aspects in the relevant MedWet activities as an integral part of its programme, in conjunction with the MedWet Team and the MedWet networks.

2.2 
Monitoring the results of such implementation and extracting conclusions that can be useful to the Ramsar Bureau in carrying out the tasks included under point 17 of Resolution VIII.19
.
2.3
Co-ordinating its work with the activities of the Ramsar Secretariat on cultural values
.

2.4 
Drafting of proposals for strengthening the scope and implementation of Resolution VIII.19 to be discussed with other similar regional initiatives, so that the results can be profiled at the Ramsar COP9 (Uganda, November 2005).

3. Priority actions
In a first phase, the following actions have been agreed:
3.1
Identification and selection of specific wetland sites in the Mediterranean region for the implementation of Resolution VIII.19 and initiation of actions in coordination with other MedWet activities.
3.2
Organisation of a workshop on joint and integrated management of the natural and cultural heritage, possibly linked to MedWet/Com6.

3.3
Incorporation of material on cultural values in the MedWet web site; input to be provided the Working Group. If necessary, a specific sub-page in the website will be created.
3.4 
Preparation of a joint Mediterranean presentation on the cultural values of wetlands during COP9 (Kampala, Uganda, November 2005).

4. Operation of the Working Group
4.1 
Membership: In its initial phase phase, the following institutions will be represented in the Working Group:
- the MedWet Co-ordination Unit
- the Ramsar Secretariat;

- SEHUMED (Sede para el estudio de los humedales mediterráneos); 

- Med-INA (Mediterranean Institute for Nature and Anthropos).
Each organisation will designate a contact person who will act as the main link for such collaboration.

4.2
Chair and secretariat: For the period until the end of 2005 the Working Group will be chaired by professor María José Viñals (SEHUMED). The secretariat will be assured by SEHUMED, who will designate a specific person as responsible for this task. Among the duties of the Secretariat will be the following:
- organisation of meetings and reporting on their results;

- maintaining contacts within the network;

- sharing of information among the participants;

- keeping an archive of major correspondence and documents;

- preparation of entries on culture for the MedWet website;

- co-ordination and logistics of the COP9 presentation.

4.3
Meetings: Two meetings per year are foreseen, to be attached to other major MedWet events (e.g. MedWet/Team or MedWet/Com meetings). For 2004, the first meeting has been held in association with the March meeting of the MedWet/Team and the second during MedWet/Com6 most likely in October.

4.4
Sharing of information: The members of the WG will share information on all their activities related to cultural values. The MedWet Coordination Unit will further assure dissemination of this information as appropriate to the MedWet Team, while MedWet Team members will share information on cultural values with the Working Group. 

4.5
Financing: The members of the Working Group will be responsible for seeking the financing of their own activities. In addition, funding for joint activities and the integration of cultural values in the MedWet activities will be sought by the Working Group with the assistance of the MedWet Coordination Unit. 
� 	‘Guiding principles for taking into account the cultural values of wetlands for the effective management of sites’.


� 	The COP ‘Requests that the Ramsar Bureau seek inputs from Contracting Parties, experts and practitioners, and local communities and indigenous peoples from around the world to enhance the information paper on cultural values of wetlands (COP8 DOV. 15) and the detailed guidance prepared for consideration by this meeting of the Conference of the Parties, with a view to publishing it as a background document, and to inform COP9 of the progress made’.


� 	For which Sebastiá Semene Guitart has been designated as responsible.
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