Third meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee
Djerba, Tunisia, 1 - 5 April 2000 


Provisional agenda and programme [Doc. MW/C3.1]

Monday, 3 April 2000 

09:00 – 10:00 Opening session 

Presentation by the host country: “Wetlands of Tunisia” 

10:00 – 10:30   Coffee / tea break 

10:30 – 13:00 

1. Approval of the provisional agenda [Doc. MW/C3.1]  (5’) 

2. Approval of the MedWet/Com2 minutes [Doc. MW/C3.2] (5’) 

3.  Report on the implementation of the Action Plan 1999-2000 

3.1 From Valencia to Djerba: Report of the MedWet Team [Doc. MW/C3.3]. Short introduction by the MedWet Co-ordinator, Mr. Thymio Papayannis, followed by discussion (20’) 

3.2 The MedWetCoast project: Presentation by the Regional Facilitator, Mrs. Lamia Mansour (10’) 

3.3 MedWet Slovenia: Presentation by the delegate from Slovenia (Ms. Gordana Beltram) and discussion of its model role in MedWet support for national ac-tivities (10’) 

3.4 Role of major institutions in the MedWet Initiative: 
- Barcelona Convention: Memorandum of collaboration with the Convention on Wetlands 
- IUCN: Project on the integrated management of hydrological basins 
- BirdLife: Project on wetland-dependent species 

Introduction by the MedWet Co-ordinator and clarifications by the represen-tatives of the three institutions  (20’) 

3.6. Brief communications from MedWet/Com members on significant develop-ments not covered in previous reports (35’) 

3.7. Report on the status of the process concerning the establishment of the North African Wetland Centre, by the Ramsar Secretary General, Mr. Delmar Blasco (10’) 

13:00 – 14:30   Lunch break 

14:30 – 15:30 

4.  Priority actions arising from the recommendations contained in the “Review of the operations of the MedWet Team”  [Doc. MW/C3.4] (60’) 

 Introduction by the Ramsar Secretary General, followed by discussion and ap-proval of recommendations 

15:30 – 16:00  Coffee / tea break 

16:00 – 18:00 

5. Priorities and guidelines for the period 1 May 2000 - 31 December 2001 
    [Doc. MW/C.5] 

Introduction by the MedWet Co-ordinator and exchange of views. Note: These is-sues will be further discussed in working groups 




Tuesday, 4 April 2000 

09:00 – 13:00 

Technical session on Cultural aspects of Mediterranean wetlands and their po-tential contribution to the sustainable use of wetland resources 
(See separate programme) 

13:00 – 14:30   Lunch break 

14:30 – 18:00 

Working Groups to discuss and adopt recommendations on the Priorities and guide-lines for the period 1 May 2000 - 31 December 2001 

Note: There will be two Working Groups, one working in English and the other one in French. Coffee / tea will be available at 16:00. 




Wednesday, 5 April 2000 

09:00 – 10:30 

6. More active support of donor organisations to Mediterranean wetland conserva-tion and sustainable use (60’) 

- Lessons from the preparation and approval of the MedWetCoast project by the UNDP representative 
- Funding prospects from the European Union (LIFE Nature, LIFE-Third Coun-tries, MEDA), by the EC representative, Mr. Jan Julius Groenendaal 
- The role of the Development Assistance Officer at the Ramsar Bureau 
- The funding of MedWet projects under development 

7. Possible new MedWet-related networks  [Doc. MW/C3.6] (30’) 

A more active involvement in MedWet of: 
- Sub-national authorities / regions 
- National non-governmental organisations 
- Sites in which MedWet activities were held 

Presentation by the MedWet Co-ordinator and discussion on the concept and responsibilities 

10:30 – 10:50  Coffee / tea break 

10:50 – 12:30 

8.  Venue and date of MedWet/Com4 in the year 2001, and tentative programme 

9.  Approval of MedWet/Com3 conclusions and recommendations, including the consolidated outputs of the two Working Groups 

10. Closure of the meeting 

 Technical session on: 

Cultural aspects of Mediterranean wetlands and their potential contribution to the sustainable use of wetland resources 
  

Tuesday, 4 April 2000, 09:00 – 13:30 

09:00 – 10:10 Keynote presentations (20’): 

 Enrique Perez Canamares, Director of the Ethnological Museum of Valencia: 
 "Ethnological patrimony related to ancient uses of wetland resources and to cul-tural landscapes” 
 Mohamed El Faoz, Moroccan economist: 
“Historical infrastructures for managing water in the Mediterranean” 
Bernard Picon, French sociologist, CNRS: 
“Wetlands, society and culture in the Mediterranean” 

10:10 – 10:30 Coffee break 

10:30 – 11:45 Short (5’) contributions by MedWet/Com members on the same theme: 

 Egypt (Mr. Essam Elbadry) 
 Israel (Mr. Reuven Ortal) 
 Malta (Mr. Joe Sultana, “Use of wetlands as educational medium”) 
 Morocco (Mr. Abdellah El Mastour) 
 Portugal (Mr. Luis Costa) 
 Slovenia (Ms. Gordana Beltram) 
 The FYR of Macedonia (Mr. Aleksandar Nastov) 
 Yugoslavia (Dr. Voislav Vasic) 
 Palestinian Authority (Mrs. Taghreed H. A. Atyani) 
 BirdLife (Mr. Juan Criado) 
 Greek Biotope / Wetland Centre (Dr. Niki Drivaliari) 
 SEHUMED (Dr. Maria Jose Vieals) 
 Wetlands International (Mr. Marcel Silvius) 

Posters will be presented on the same theme by Bulgaria, Croatia, The FYR of Macedonia, Turkey, the Palestinian Authority and the Greek Biotope / Wetland Centre. 

11:45 – 12:30 Discussion 

12:30 – 13:00 Conclusions and recommendations 

