Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ramsar and Barcelona Conventions, 11 February 2001
** unofficial English translation **
Memorandum of Cooperation
between 

The Coordinating Unit of the Mediterranean Action Plan of the Secretariat of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) 

and 

The Bureau of the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)
GIVEN the global mandate of the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, 1971) to preserve and promote the sustainable use of wetlands; 

GIVEN the objectives of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) and its Protocols, specifically the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the participation of the Secretariat of the Barcelona Convention in the work of the Committee for Mediterranean Wetlands of the Ramsar Convention (MedWet/Com); 

RECALLING the interest expressed by the Barcelona Convention in the MedWet Initiative, the support provided for its establishment and the collaboration existing between the Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) and MedWet; 

ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the nomination of the MedWet Initiative as member of the Mediterranean Committee on Sustainable Development of the Barcelona Convention; 

The Coordinating Unit of the Mediterranean Action Plan and the Bureau of the Ramsar Convention, hereafter referred to as the "the two secretariats", agree to establish the following cooperation: 

The two secretariats join their efforts to: 

1. Encourage the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention that are not yet Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention to accede to the latter; 

2. Assist the Governments of the Mediterranean countries to grant legal protection to Ramsar sites (wetlands of international importance) in order that all Ramsar sites fulfil the eligibility conditions for inclusion in the list of the SPAMI [SPAMI: Specially protected areas of Mediterranean importance], during the next ten years; 

3. Reinforce the conservation and integrated management of the Mediterranean wetlands; 

4. Exchange information and ensure the participation of their respective representatives in technical meetings of common interest; 

5. Ensure the coordination and complementarity of technical tools and modules prepared by MedWet and the RAC/SPA for the survey of sites and training on subjects related to wetlands, as well as on other subjects of common interest developed by other regional centres of activity; 

6. Cooperate to establish guidelines for the sustainable use of wetlands in the region, especially within the activities of the Mediterranean Committee on Sustainable Development; 

7. Establish joint biannual operational plans for the two Conventions. 

Implementation of this memorandum of cooperation and the monitoring of activities undertaken as a result will be the responsibility primarily of MedWet on behalf of the Bureau of the Ramsar Convention and RAC/SPA on behalf of the Coordinating Unit of the Mediterranean Action Plan. 

The director of the RAC/SPA and the coordinator of MedWet will maintain each other informed of their projects and important missions in the Mediterranean countries and will facilitate, whenever necessary and after informing the national authorities of the countries concerned, the joint participation of RAC/SPA and MedWet. 

The present memorandum of cooperation is for an initial period of two years (2000 and 2001) and will be extended for a second period (2002 and 2003), taking into account the results of the first period and the recommendations of the Contracting Parties to the two Conventions. 

Either party can withdraw from this memorandum of cooperation by notifying the other party in writing at least six months in advance. 

Signed: Nairobi, Kenya, 11 February 2001 
  

	

	For the Coordinating Unit of the  
Mediterranean Action Plan 
  
  

Lucien Chabason  
Coordinator
	
	For the Bureau of the Convention on  
Wetlands 
  
  

Delmar Blasco  
Secretary General




 Joint action plan for 2000–2001
1. Establishment of guidelines for the sustainable use of wetlands in the region. 

2. Preparation, together with the national authorities of the countries concerned, of a project concerning the sustainable and integrated management of the Neretva River and wetlands in that catchment basin, involving Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. 

3. Cooperation on technical assistance for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands in Libya. 
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Lucien Chabason, Coordinator, Barcelona Convention; Klaus Tφpfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme; Delmar Blasco, Ramsar Convention, Nairobi, 11 February 2001 (Photo: Janos Pasztor, UNFCCC).
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