WORKSHOP TO IDENTIFY TOOLS FOR MANAGING WETLAND CULTURAL HERITAGE

Valencia, 26-27 March 2004

Organized by SEHUMED (Universidad de Valencia and Universidad Politécnica de Valencia)

Collaborating bodies: Ministry of the Environment, Regional Ministry of Culture, Education and Sports of the Generalitat Valenciana (Regional Government of Valencia).

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

This workshop was organised with the aim of establishing guidelines for managing cultural values that are significant in the conservation and wise use of wetlands.

The general ideas for all the work groups are outlined below.

1. Conceptualisation and Legal Framework

1.1. From a technical point of view, the concepts referring to wetland cultural values need to be clarified.

1.2. Furthermore, the contextual and legal framework in which the analysis and assessment of a wetland’s cultural heritage are carried out, needs to be identified prior to suggesting tools for managing such heritage. 

2. Cultural Values and Local Communities

2.1.  As cultural values are closely related to local communities, management should take such links into account at all times by means of effective participation processes based on dialogue with the social agents involved and with their full consent (voluntary nature).

2.2.  The concept of cultural values associated with “traditional exploitation of wetland resources” should be differentiated from cultural heritage that is taken to be a heritage legacy.
2.3. The first category covers what could be called “living wetlands”, in which cultural values are intricately linked with local socio-economic processes, there being a clear connection between local communities and culture. 

2.4. “Wetlands with a heritage legacy” are those in which local people’s current ways of life do not correspond with their cultural legacy. It is a culture inherited from past generations, being heritage in strict terms.

2.5. There are also wetlands in which the two situations exist side by side.     

3. Managing Cultural Values

3.1. Managing cultural aspects must be guided by codes of ethical conduct based on respect for local communities. 

3.2. Management plans and schemes must take into account the specific features of each place, but management must always be subject to an assessment of the socio-cultural impact on local populations or Indigenous peoples.

3.3. The aims for managing cultural aspects are in accordance with this prevalence:

· Maintaining the feature’s original use 

· A use different to the original one for which it was made but in keeping with the original idea for which it was created 

· Educational-interpretative use 

So, in “living wetlands”, management tends towards maintaining use (original or alternative) of the predominant installations and features whereas in “wetlands with heritage legacy” social interpretative use is more common. 

3.4. In “living wetlands”, dynamic management will permit ecosystem maintenance, while in “wetlands with a heritage legacy” the aim is to try to bring local people in touch with their cultural values.

3.5. Interpretative use of cultural values must at all costs avoid making the ways of life and culture of the wetland’s local communities more banal and commonplace.

3.6. Education programmes targeting local people based on knowledge, a demand for cultural values and experiences of other societies appear to be the main tool for raising awareness and developing wetland cultural values and for combating despoliation, the principle problem in many places with a rich cultural, archaeological and ethnological heritage.

4. Technical Aspects

The various kinds of heritage (Annex I) are strongly inter-related. 

4.1. The inventory of cultural features is the first tool for uncovering a wetland’s cultural values. In this respect, there are various existing proposals regarding methodology, which are used within the field of cultural heritage analysis.

4.2. Appraisal of the wetland cultural features shall be based mainly on criteria that demonstrate the “contribution of that cultural feature to the conservation and wise use of the ecosystem”.

4.3. Managing cultural aspects must be understood in terms of dynamic processes rather than via the application of specific tools. 

4.4. Devising plans and schemes for managing cultural values must be tackled by interdisciplinary teams and carried out from a comprehensive and holistic point of view. NGOs are a very valid instrument for implementing such programmes.

SPECIFIC CONCLUSIONS

The workshop was structured in accordance with 4 major groups of cultural heritage associated with wetlands as outlined below. 

5. Cultural Landscape 

According to UNESCO, cultural landscapes represent works that combine Nature and humankind and refer to a whole series of expressions that result from the interaction between human activities and the natural environment. In 1992, the World Heritage Convention included the designation of cultural landscapes as a special protection category, taking into consideration three categories of landscapes that fit quite well into the differentiation established between “living wetlands” and “wetlands with a heritage legacy”: 

a)
Vestige (or fossil) landscape in which a development process ended at some time in the past, but its significant features are still visible in material terms. 

b) Active landscape, which preserves an active social function in contemporary society closely related to the traditional way of life, and in which the development process still prevails. At the same time, it retains significant material signs of its development  over time. 

c) Associated cultural landscapes, in which powerful religious, artistic or cultural associations of the natural feature exist rather than material cultural evidence, which may be insignificant or not even exist.

The main guidelines for cultural landscape analysis resulting from the work sessions are set out below. 

5.1. Data for characterising a cultural landscape represent a synthesis of elements that form part of the other categories of cultural landscape.

5.2. As regards classifying each cultural landscape, a proposal was made that the data shown in Table I should be gathered. 

Table  I

Basic Data for Classifying a Cultural Landscape
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5.3. Regarding work methods for demarcating and analysing cultural landscapes, besides classic fieldwork, the use of “non-intrusive” methods based on aerial survey technologies, GIS, remote sensing, etc., was suggested.

5.4. The main criteria for evaluating to what extent active and associated cultural landscapes contribute to wetland conservation and wise use basically involve maintaining habitats associated with traditional harmonious methods of resource exploitation. 

5.5. Vestige landscapes will be evaluated according to the following criteria: scientific potential, information potential, symbolic criteria (in the sense of how landscapes are depicted in the products of the imagination of each individual and of the group), formal aesthetics, unique character, rarity, singularity and change value (in the sense of evaluating to what degree that landscape could be put to alternative use). 

5.6. The main programs for the interpretative development of cultural landscapes were: 

· Preventative Conservation Programme: from the point of view of sustainable development, natural resources and Indigenous peoples and local communities. 

· Landscape Interpretation Programme as a whole: e.g. sound landscapes, trails, etc.

· Environmental Education Programme for local communities and visitors.

6. Immovable Heritage
They are human works or products that cannot be moved from one place to another either because they are built areas or because they are inseparable features of the terrain that they occupy. 

6.1. In this workshop, the possibility of differentiating two categories within this kind of heritage was considered.

a) Features currently in use or operative (with their original function). 

b) Features currently not operative (although with the possibility of being put to other uses).

6.2. Typical wetland constructions include marshland constructions, fishing constructions, constructions for making use of energy (channels, dams, etc.), saw mills, entire cities built at the edge of the wetland, thermal equipment, agricultural constructions (terraces, salt mines, etc.), hydraulic constructions (channels, water mills, aqueducts, etc.), ports, paved roadways and communication routes, areas naturalised as wetland (quarries, reservoirs, etc.), etc.

6.3. The aims of managing this kind of heritage will vary depending on whether the following are involved: 

a) “Living wetlands”, in which the main aim is to keep up the use of the installations and related socio-economic activities provided that:

· they have contributed to wetland conservation

· take into account the logical expectations of an improvement in the inhabitants’ quality of life

· guarantee the transmission of traditional knowledge to future generations 

b) “Wetlands with a heritage legacy”, in which the main aim will be to put local people back in touch with their culture

· reverting to the original use or another that provides benefits

· enhancing the value of the site’s cultural values

· guaranteeing their preservation

c) Both situations entail a duty to conserve the site’s typical housing and its built heritage and to do so, the necessary regulations will have to be worked out.

d) It must also be borne in mind that many features of built heritage may be put to social use by means of interpretative activities, acting both as receptades housing of collections and/or ecomuseums or as buildings that can be visited (site museums). These uses must always be regulated in order to prevent heritage degradation (analysing resource carrying capacity) and preventing ways of life becoming more banal and commonplace (if necessary, zoning the area for tourist activities). 

7. Movable Heritage

This covers movable objects that possess an archaeological, ethnological, historical, artistic, scientific and/or technical value. Here a distinction must be made between archaeological and ethnological heritage. 

7.2. The aims of managing movable heritage are:

a) In “living wetlands”, to promote the use of working tools and traditional elements so as to perpetuate the ways of life and practices that have contributed to wetland conservation in accordance with the interests of local people. 

b) In “wetlands with a heritage legacy”, to conserve elements of the wetland’s archaeological and ethnological heritage in order to reinforce links between local people and their traditions, bolstering their recollection and pride in their heritage.

c) Both situations involve conveying to local communities the benefits that may be obtained by conserving movable heritage by:

· Producing and marketing quality products (selling arts and crafts, introducing products on the market, creating denominations of origin (brand names that denote origin and authenticity) or producing hand-crafted goods) obtained through traditional methods.

· Creating jobs at archaeological excavations, museums, guides or indirect benefits such as those arising from interpretative tourism.

7.3. In developing movable heritage, the following phases could be established:

a) Initial diagnosis of the wetland’s situation and a general inventory of movable heritage. 

b) Identifying the basic utensils of traditional practices. 

c) Selecting the practices and elements that need to be safeguarded immediately because they are threatened with disappearance. 

d) Getting in touch with local people in order to ascertain how they perceive this work and their proposals as regards methodology for conserving movable heritage.

e) Develop a project for conserving movable heritage, with an interdisciplinary team.

8. Immaterial Heritage
This comprises knowledge, activities, procedures, customs, uses and beliefs; in other words, it refers to everything associated with people’s individual and collective spirit, which is not material, which is expressed in physical terms. 

This kind of heritage is very closely linked to local communities and Indigenous peoples and their ways of life, so preserving them and their management forms depend on the decisions that the communities themselves adopt in that respect:

· Commercial objectives (the patterns to be followed should be defined in order to ensure sustainable management of resources)

· Conservation for social use

· Preventive conservation that acknowledges a community’s rights to manage their resources and maintain or change its way of life so that its culture does not die out.

8.1. Aims of managing immaterial heritage are to: 

a) identify the elements of immaterial heritage that contribute to wetland conservation and wise use, considering it from two points of view: aspects relating to practical issues and those relating to ethical issues.

b) strengthen those features that help to increase the self-confidence of local communities and their awareness of the value of their immaterial heritage (intrinsic value). 

c) select cultural values for educational-interpretative use that guarantee their conservation and sustainable use (social use).

8.2.  The strategy to follow in order to achieve suitable management of immaterial heritage is:

a) first of all to identify all tools (scientific) that are not controversial and to draw up inventories of the non-economic features of immaterial heritage (traditions, history) in order to avoid outrighit rejections by the local peoples 

b) In the second phase issues involving features of immaterial heritage that require intellectual protection (legal tools) should be considered.

c) Define the use that would be made of those heritage features or elements for managing wetlands and defending intellectual property (define how they are going to be used and for whose benefit).

8.3. The techniques of recording immaterial heritage features could be framed in a series of recommendations of uses for the benefit of direct stakeholders: upgrade heritage for consolidation of the “owners” from the point of view of individual and collective self-confidence and recognition of that heritage (so that local people value their own heritage).

8.4. For those who are not “owners”, protection and sustainable promotion need to be considered. For the latter, promoting knowledge is conceived of in accordance with respect and socio-economic use.

8.5. Records may be kept by direct stake-holders and by external agents, or both. In the case of external agents, the conditions in which the records must be kept (ethical codes of research, secret information, sacred rites, etc.).

8.6. The physical media to record immaterial heritage are basically images, sound recordings, databases, etc.
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