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Arrangements
Venue and dates: 
The sixth meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee (MedWet/Com6) will take place in Tipaza, near Algiers, Algeria, kindly hosted by the government of Algeria, between Sunday 12 December and Tuesday 14 December 2004. 
Preliminary programme:
· Saturday 11 December afternoon: 
· Arrival of participants (Haouari Boumédiène airport, Algiers) 
· Transfer by minibus to the hotel. 
· Registration of international participants. 
· Welcome cocktail 
· MedWet/Team meeting

· Sunday 12 December: 
· Opening of the meeting 
· Plenary session 1 
· Field Visit
· Meeting of the MedWet Inventory Working Group (IWG)

· Monday 13 December: 

· Technical Session

· Plenary session 2

· Side Event: MedWet Culture Working Group (CWG)

· Tuesday 14 December: 
· Plenary Session 3
· Plenary Session 4
· Closing of the meeting

· Cultural event & reception 

· Wednesday 15 December: morning 

· Departure of participants  
Agenda
[MWC6.1]

Saturday 11 December 2004

	
	Arrival of participants and transfer by minibus to the hotel

	
	

	18:00-19:00
	Welcome cocktail

	
	

	19:00-
	MedWet/Team meeting (MedWet/Team members only)

	
	


Sunday 12 December 2004
	08.00 - 09.00
	Registration of participants.

	
	

	 (0900-0950)
	Opening session

	09.00
	Agenda item 1.  Opening of the meeting

	
	1.1 Opening of the meeting by the  Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of Algeria

	
	1.2 Welcoming address - Local Authorities of Tipaza 

	
	1.3 Welcoming address -  Ms Gordana Beltram, Chair of the Ramsar Convention Standing Committee 

	
	1.4 Welcoming address - Dr. Peter Bridgewater, Secretary General, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

	
	

	09.45 – 09.50
	        Adoption of the MedWet/Com6 agenda - Spyros Kouvelis, MedWet Coordinator

	
	Plenary Session 1

	09.50 – 10.40
	Agenda item 2. Presentation by the Algerian Government on the conservation and sustainable development of Algerian wetlands.  

	
	

	10.40 – 11.00
	Coffee break

	
	

	11.00 – 11.20
	Agenda item 3. From Izmir to Algiers: Report on progress and developments within MedWet since MedWet/Com5 and Implementation of the MedWet Strategic Plan - S. Kouvelis 

	11.20 - 11.50
	Discussion

	11.50 – 12.10
	Agenda item 4. MedWet Initiative Terms of Reference - S. Kouvelis

	12.10 – 12.30
	Discussion  

	
	

	(12.30-19.00)
	Field Visit: Reghaia Ramsar site

	
	

	12.30 – 13.30
	Transport by bus to the site of Reghaia

	
	

	13.30 – 14.30
	Lunch at the Nature Centre of Reghaia

	
	

	14.30 – 16.30
	Guided Visit of the Reghaia reserve

	
	

	16.30 – 17.00
	Coffee break

	
	

	17.00 – 18.00
	Information on the current activities at the Reghaia site including the MedWet LIFE project. Presentation of projects and results

	
	

	18.00 – 19.00
	Return by bus from Reghaia to the hotel

	
	

	19:00-20:00
	MedWet Inventory Working Group (MedWet/IWG members only)

	
	

	
	Free evening


Monday 13 December 2004
	(09.00-13.00)
	Technical Session: The status of Mediterranean Wetlands: current assessments and future priorities.  Chair: Dr Nick Davidson, Deputy Secretary General, Ramsar Convention on wetlands 

	
	

	09.00-09.10
	Introduction and objectives of the Technical Session  – Nick Davidson 

	
	

	09.10-10.10
	A qualitative assessment of the status of Mediterranean wetlands – Michèle Stark, Ramsar Convention secretariat

	
	

	10.10-10.30
	Observatory and Vision for Mediterranean wetlands – Jean Jalbert, Director, Station Biologique de la Tour du Valat (TdV)

	
	

	10.30-11.00
	Coffee break 

	
	

	11.00-11.15
	Towards a pan-Mediterranean Wetland Inventory – Pere Tomas Vives (TdV) / Eleni Fitoka (EKBY)

	
	

	11.15-11.30
	The way forward:  proposals for the future development and application of the MedWet Inventory and Monitoring methodology – Joao Carlos Farinha (CEZH/ICN) / Eleni Fitoka (EKBY)

	
	

	11:30-11:45
	Brief presentations by MedWet partners on assessment methodologies and results

	11.45-13:00
	Discussion

	
	End of the Technical session

	
	

	13.00-14.30
	Lunch 

	
	

	(14.30-18.00)
	Plenary Session 2.

	
	 Agenda item 5. Information on current MedWet activities

	14.30-14.45
	5.1 MedWet North African Wetlands Network / LIFE 3rd countries project – Nejib Benessaiah, MedWet Policy Advisor  

	14.45-15.00
	5.2 MedWet Regions INTERREG MEDOCC project (management and inventory)– Joao Carlos Farinha

	15.00-15.15
	5.3 MedWet INTERREG SUDOE project (inventory)– Joao Carlos Farinha

	15.15-15.30
	5.4 MedWet CODDE INTERREG South project (inventory & monitoring) – S. Kouvelis

	15.30-15.45
	5.5 MedWet/Coast – Sylvie Goyet

	15.45-16.00
	5.6 FAO/MedWet project on Agriculture, Water and Wetlands in N. Africa – Chedly Rais, project leader

	16:00-16:15
	  5.7 MedWet/NGOs network – Raffaele Mancini, WWF Med PO

	
	

	16.15-16.40
	Discussion

	
	

	16.40-17.00
	Coffee break

	
	

	
	Agenda item 6. MedWet Programme Development, 

	17.00-17.15
	6.1 Projects reporting– Angela Kyriazis, MedWet Programme Development Officer

	
	Agenda item 7. MedWet CEPA programme

	17.15-17.30
	7.1 MedWet Communications Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) activities and establishment of the MW/CEPA Working Group - Sofia Spirou, MedWet Communication Officer 

	17.30-17.45
	7.2 MedWet/Birdlife Education project proposal – Luis Costa, Director, Sociedade Portuguesa para o Estudio das Aves (SPEA)/Birdlife

	17.45-18.15
	Discussion

	
	

	18:15-20:00
	Side Event: MedWet Culture Working Group (all MedWet/Com participants)

	
	

	
	Free evening


Tuesday 14 December 2004
	(09.00 – 13.00)
	Plenary Session 3 

	
	

	(09.00-11.30)
	Agenda item 8. Preparations for Ramsar COP9 – the presence of MedWet

	09.00-09.15
	8.1 Events, side events and exhibitions – S. Spirou

	09.15-09.30
	8.2 Resolutions/Recommendations at COP9 – Peter Bridgewater / Nick Davidson

	09.30-09.45
	8.3 MedWet Culture Working Group – Maria-Josè Vinals / Thymio Papayannis

	09.45-10.15
	Discussion

	
	

	10.15-10.45
	Coffee break

	
	

	10.45-11.00
	Agenda item 9. Future funding for MedWet – P. Bridgewater / S. Kouvelis

	11.00-11.30
	Discussion

	
	

	11.30-12.15
	Agenda item 10.  Other issues

	11.30-11.45
	10.1 Memoranda of Collaboration: Agenzia regionale per la protezione ambientale della Toscana (ARPAT) & Moroccan Wetland Centre – S. Kouvelis

	
	

	11:45-12.00
	10.2 Karst wetland systems in the Mediterranean – Gordana Beltram 

	
	

	12.00-12.15
	10.3 Date and Agenda items for MedWet/Com7, Kampala, Uganda (to be held immediately prior to COP9)

	
	

	12.15-12.30
	Other

	
	

	12.30-13.00
	Agenda item 11. Conclusions of the Technical session and emerging priorities for MedWet – Nick Davidson 

	
	

	13.00 – 14.30
	Lunch

	
	

	(14.30 – 16.30)
	Plenary Session 4. Conclusions of the MedWet/Com6

	
	

	 14.30-15.00
	Agenda item 12.  Approval of the Conclusions of MedWet/Com6

	
	

	15.00 – 15.30
	Agenda item 13. Closing of the meeting

	
	Closing statement by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Algeria

	
	Closing statement by Local Authorities of Tipaza 

	
	Closing statement by the MedWet Coordinator

	
	Closing statement by Ms Gordana Beltram - Chair of the Ramsar Convention Standing Committee. 

	
	Closing statement by Dr. Peter Bridgewater, Secretary General, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

	
	

	19.30 – 20.30
	Cultural event offered by the Local Authorities of Tipaza 

	20.30 – 
	Reception and Dinner offered by the Algerian Government. 
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