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9th Meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee

INFO MWC9.10
MedWet Networking Activities 
2008 Draft Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs)
1) Ministry of Environment, Jordan: Memorandum of Agreement on Cooperation on Capacity Building.
2) SPNL Society of Protection of Nature, Lebanon                          (Manifestation of Interest)
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Dear Dr. Oliviero Montanaro
Chairman of the Steering Group
MedWet Initiative

SPNL aims at protecting nature, birds and biodiversity in Lebanon for people and
10 ensure sustainable use of natural resources.

SPNL is one of the oldest environmental NGOs in Lebanon, founded in 1986. It is the
national partaer for BirdLife Intemational in Lebanon. Furthermore, SPNL is the first
IUCN member from Lebanon. a member in the MedForum. founding member in the
MedWet NGO Network, and of the Lebanese Environment Forum; and accredited by
UNEP. SPNL considers birds as entry poinis for the conservation of wider natural
resources, as they act as key indicators of the status and health of ecosystems.

Ever since its establishment in 1986, SPNL advocated the establishment of protected
areas and initiated with the Ministry of Environment the protected areas in Lebanon. As
the BirdLife partner in Lebanon. the main programme is the Important Bird Areas where
sites are identified based on scienific field research. Fourteen sites have been idenified
in Lebanon up till now and declared internationally as IBAS. Scientific research has
announced the importance of Lebanon as a whole as a bottleneck for migratory birds.
After twenty years of experience working with nature reserves through government
agencies, SPNL is now reviving and advocating the Hima practice-Community based
conservation.

SPNL has a long experience in scientific research (mainly avifauna and biodiversity).
education and awareness. advocacy and networking. and community development.

Several of the IBAS sites are wetlands. where by SPNL is currently involved in site
actions for the conservation of two of them: Hima Kfar Zabad in Bekaa & Qoleileh
Marine Hima in the southern coast in collaboration with the local authority or
municipality.

On regional basis. SPNL has worked in collaboration with RSCN in Jordan & SSWC in
Syria on wetlands conservation through regional projects, trainings and conferences.
exchange visits. ... Lately. SPNL was the lead organization in  twinning project between
MedWet. SPNL & RSCN for the transfer of experiences regarding wetland conservation.
As a result of this collaboration. a follow up project was developed with broader
parinership in the region. and concentration on upgrading the capacity in scientific
‘monitoring of wetlands on one hand and transferring SPNL experience on the Hima
approach in involving communities in conservation.




                                    
Memorandum of Agreement 

on Cooperation on Capacity Building 

Between

 The Ministry of Environment Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (MoE) 

The Ministry of Environment (MoE) was established in 2003 pursuant to the Environment Protection Law no. for the year 2003. The MoE seeks to maintain and improve the quality of Jordan's environment, conserve natural resources and contribute to sustainable development through effective polices, legislations, strategies, monitoring and enforcement and by mainstreaming environmental concepts into all national development plans. The strategic objectives of the MoE are: 

1. to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development;

2. to develop and implement policies and legislation;

3. to enhance monitoring and inspection and enforcement of legislation;

4. to develop and implement information management programmes;

5. to raise public awareness and education;

6. to promote regional, national and international cooperation;

   7.   to develop and strengthen the capacity of the Ministry of Environment
And

The Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative (MedWet).

MedWet was founded in 1991 to encourage international collaboration among Mediterranean countries, specialized wetland centers and international NGOs in protecting wetlands. 
Mediterranean wetlands, typically made up of river deltas, lagoons and temporary marshes, are valuable natural resources. We depend on them for clean water, protection from floods, stabilizing of the sea shore, fisheries and agriculture. Wetlands are often the only places where many plants and animals are found. As many Mediterranean wetlands are lost compared to 100 years ago, the remaining ones are even more valuable. 
MedWet is a forum where twenty-five Mediterranean countries, specialized wetland centers and international environmental organizations meet as equals to discuss, identify key issues and take positive action to protect wetlands, for man and for biodiversity. It is also a source of information and knowledge. MedWet helps Mediterranean countries to evaluate economic, social and biodiversity values of wetlands, provide technical tools and ensure good management of wetlands. 
In 2002 MedWet became formally recognized as a regional initiative under the global Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.
MedWet has concentrated its work in seven areas:

· Inventories of wetlands 
· Socio-economic analysis of wetland values
· Wetland management
· Capacity building
· Public Awareness
· Dissemination of research results
· Integrated water resource management for agriculture and nature
. 

1. General purpose of the agreement:

This agreement calls for the cooperation and coordination between the Ministry of Environment in Jordan (MoE) and MedWet in the field of capacity building, wetland strategy, inventories and management tools. 

2. Objectives of the collaboration 

1) In co-operation with its partners in the Mediterranean region, MedWet will help in capacity build up of  human resources of the MoE in the following fields:

a) Ramsar convention and Ramsar issues related to site designation

b) Wetland identification and database upgrade.

c) Wetland rehabilitation and management including assistance in implementation of Azraq rehabilitation strategy. 

d) Watershed management and rehabilitation

e) River basin rehabilitation and management

f) Communication, education, participation and awareness about the value of wetlands

2) MedWet and MoE will set up a wetland (Ramsar) Strategy and Action Plan for Jordan.

3) MedWet and MoE will develop and fundraise jointly for a Ramsar inventory update project in Jordan.

4)  MedWet and MoE will cooperate and coordinate together to execute the Jordanian Wetland Strategy and Action Plan.

3.  Contributions of the parties and financial aspects

After signature of the present agreement, specific and detailed Terms of References will be produced jointly by MedWet and MoE. They will structure and guide the objectives and activities mentioned in Article 2.

4. Duration of this Agreement:

The Duration of this agreement is three years (2009-2011), starting after approval by MedWet/Com9 in October-November 2008.

5. Signature
Hereunder the present Memorandum of Agreement has been Signed By:

The Ministry of Environment Jordan



The MedWet Initiative

H.E. Minister of Environment                                               
MedWet Coordinator

Eng. Khaled Anis Irani





Adnan Budieri
SPNL Society of Protection of Nature & Natural Resources, Lebanon

Proposal to join the MedWet Scientific and Technical Team
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