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Mediterranean Wetlands Committee Rules of procedure 
[As approved by MedWet/Com5]

 

Nature and status of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee (MedWet/Com)

 

MedWet/Com was established in 1996 under the umbrella of the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971) by Decision 19.19 of the Standing Committee of the Convention, a Decision that was approved by the subsequent meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties in 1999 (Resolution VII.22).

 

The Committee shall provide advice and guidance to the secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands and to the MedWet Team on all matters pertaining to the Convention in the particular geographic region of the Mediterranean Basin, especially in relation to the implementation of the Ramsar Strategic Plan, and shall carry out other functions entrusted to it by the Conference of the Parties and/or the Standing Committee of the Convention.

 

The Mediterranean Wetlands Committee shall promote the co-ordination of wetland-related activities in the region, and shall ensure communication and co-ordination with other relevant bodies. Its main aim is to build strong synergy in favour of wetland conservation and sustainable use in the Mediterranean basin, and to avoid duplication of other existing or projected initiatives.

 

The Committee is served by the MedWet Co-ordinator appointed by the Secretary General of the Convention on Wetlands, with support from the MedWet Coordination Unit staff and the MedWet Centres (MedWet Team).

 

Membership and representation

Rule 1 
On the basis of an invitation issued by the Secretary General of the Convention on Wetlands, members of MedWet/Com can be the following: 

 

1.1
Governments of countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea and countries in its immediate proximity, including Bulgaria, Jordan, Portugal and The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

1.2
Other entities with an interest in the conservation and wise use of Mediterranean wetlands. 

1.3
Intergovernmental organisations with activities related to or a concern for Mediterranean wetlands.

1.4
Other international organisations with activities related to Mediterranean wetlands.

1.5
Federations or networks of national NGOs, or individual NGOs, from countries mentioned in 1.1 above (maximum of one per country), with a proven record of activities related to wetland conservation and wise use.

 

The Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands is an ex-officio member of MedWet/Com and is represented by its Secretary General and the MedWet Co-ordinator. 

 

Rule 2

The MedWet/Com may designate honorary members, on the proposal of any MedWet/Com member to the Chair, for their outstanding role in the wise use of Mediterranean wetlands and the development of MedWet. Honorary members can only be designated by consensus, can participate and express their opinion in meetings of the MedWet/Com, but have no voting rights. 

 

Rule 3
Each member of MedWet/Com shall be entitled to be represented at meetings of the Committee by a Representative and an Alternate Representative.

 

Rule 4
The Representative shall exercise the voting rights of a member. In his/her absence, the Alternate Representative shall act in his/her place.

 

Rule 5
The Chairperson of MedWet/Com may invite any other person or representative of any country or organisation with an interest in the conservation and wise use of wetlands to participate as an observer in its meetings or for particular agenda items within them.

 

Rule 6

MedWet/Com members, honorary members, and observers are expected to cover their own travel and accommodation / subsistence costs, with the exception of one government representative (or more, if resources allow) from each country eligible for support according to the OECD/DAC list.
 


Chair and meetings
 

Rule 7
MedWet/Com is chaired by the Secretary General of the Convention on Wetlands or by his/her representative. The representatives of the members that are hosting the present and the preceding meetings shall act as Vice Chairpersons.

 

Rule 8
The Chair shall preside at meetings of the Committee, approve the provisional agenda prepared by the MedWet Team
[2], and maintain liaison with the members of the Committee between its meetings. He/she will represent MedWet/Com as required within the limits of the Committee’s mandate, and shall carry out such other functions as may be entrusted to him/her by the Committee.

 

Rule 9  The Vice Chairpersons shall assist the Chair in his/her functions and shall preside at meetings in the absence of the Chair.
 

Rule 10 The MedWet Coordination Unit, led by the MedWet Co-ordinator, shall provide the secretariat for meetings of the Committee, under the guidance of the Ramsar Secretariat.

 

Rule 11  MedWet/Com shall hold a one-day regular meeting immediately before each meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention and at the same venue. A MedWet Technical Session shall also be organised at each COP as a COP side event.  MedWet/Com shall hold one more regular meeting in between two sessions of the Ramsar COP. A one day technical session may be organised as part of this meeting.

 

Rule 12   MedWet/Com meetings shall be called by the Chair or at the request of at least one fifth of the membership.

 

Rule 13   The time and place of meetings shall be determined by the Chair in consultation with the host member and the MedWet Co-ordinator.

 

Rule 14   Notice of a meeting shall be given to all members at least 45 days in advance. 

 

Rule 15   A quorum of the meeting shall consist of half of the membership. No decision shall be taken at a meeting in the absence of a quorum.

Rule 16  Decisions of MedWet/Com shall be taken by consensus, unless a vote is requested by the Chair or by at least half of the voting members. In such a case, decisions shall be taken by simple majority of the members present. In the case of a tie, the motion shall be considered as rejected.

 

Rule 17  A summary record of each meeting shall be prepared by the MedWet Co-ordination Unit as soon as possible and shall be communicated to all members.

 

Rule 18  MedWet/Com will decide on the working languages of each meeting, including at least one of the official languages of the Convention. Efforts shall be made to provide for simultaneous interpretation and translation of documentation into the other official languages of the Convention, resources permitting.

 

Rule 19  Any member may make a proposal to the Chair for a decision by postal procedure. The Chair shall send the proposal to the members for comment. Comments are to be sent to the secretariat within 45 days of the dispatch of the communication. After these 45 days, or after the receipt of comments from all members, whichever comes first, the secretariat shall communicate all comments received to all members.

 

If no objection to a proposal is received by the secretariat within 30 days, the proposal shall be considered as adopted and notice of the adoption shall be given to all members.

 

If any member objects to a proposal within the applicable time limit, the proposal shall be referred to the next meeting of MedWet/Com.

 

Rule 20 
a. 
Between two meetings of MedWet/Com there shall be an Advisory Board with the following functions:

 

a.i) 
to provide advice and support to the MedWet Co-ordinator for the implementation of the guidance provided by MedWet/Com, in particular in relation to the application of the Ramsar Strategic Plan in the region; 

a.ii) 
to guide and supervise arrangements for the next meeting of MedWet/Com, as well as the technical session associated with it; 

a.iii) 
to ensure that all pertinent reports for the MedWet/Com meeting are prepared and distributed to its members on time;

a.iv) 
to deal with any crucial and urgent issues that may arise between MedWet/Com meetings.

 

b. 
The Advisory Board shall be composed of the representatives of:

 

b.i) 
the two members that have hosted the previous two MedWet/Com meetings; 

b.ii) 
the member that will host the next MedWet/Com meeting (which shall also chair the Advisory Board);   

b.iii) 
the Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands.

 

c. 
The meetings of the Advisory Board, if they become necessary, shall be convened by its Chair in consultation with the Ramsar Secretariat, and shall be hosted by its Chair.

 

Other functions
 

Rule 21  The MedWet Co-ordinator shall report on MedWet/Com issues to each meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties and of the Standing Committee.

 

Rule 22  MedWet/Com shall receive reports from any other related committees or working groups established under the Convention. In particular, it will receive the yearly MedWet report.

 

Final provisions

Rule 23  In matters not covered by the present Rules, the Rules of Procedure as adopted by the last regular meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Wetlands shall apply mutatis mutandis.

 

Rule 24  These Rules shall come into force on adoption by MedWet/Com, and may be amended by a decision of a 2/3 majority of the Committee members present and voting at any subsequent meeting.







