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From the Secretary General

INVITATION 

Extraordinary Meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee (MedWet/Com)

Tirana, Albania, 11-12 June 2006

In my capacity as Chair of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee, I have pleasure in inviting you to an extraordinary meeting of the Committee (MedWet/Com), to be held on 11-12 June 2006, in Tirana, Albania, by the kind invitation of the Albanian Government with the support of the MedWet/Coast project.

Following discussions on the Terms of Reference of the MedWet Initiative over the past few months, the debates held at the 7th meeting of the MedWet/Com in Kampala (Uganda 2005), and the exchange of views through the e-forum established for this purpose, this extraordinary meeting of the MedWet/Com will be held with the objective of revising and finalising the Terms of Reference for the MedWet Initiative. 

In doing so, the MedWet/Com will have to consider a number of important questions regarding governance, structure and operation of MedWet. Those questions include the optimal governance structure and increased involvement of MedWet/Com members, the role of and expectations from the Coordination Unit, the financial stability of MedWet and the efficient and stable operation of the Coordination Unit, as well as the legal structure of the Coordination unit.  I believe the occasion of this extraordinary meeting allows opportunity to discuss these questions initially, and then to examine the terms of reference.
Meeting documents will be circulated shortly. As regards the logistical arrangements for the meeting, you are kindly requested to get in touch directly with the Albanian MedWetCoast office:  
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Ms. Violeta Zuna
National Project Coordinator
UNDP/GEF-MedWetCoast project
Rruga "Pjeter Bogdani", P.39/1, Ap.3/3, Tirana, Albania
Tel./Fax +355 4 257627
Email: violetazuna@albmail.com
This is a very important meeting for MedWet, and I hope we will be able to mark significant progress in defining the future of the Initiative. I am looking forward to seeing you all in Tirana in June.

Yours sincerely,
[image: image2.jpg]CONVENTION ON WETLANDS
CONVENTION SUR LES ZONES HUMIDES
CONVENCION SOBRE LOS HUMEDALES
(Ramsar, Iran, 1971)

MedWet

The Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative




Peter Bridgewater


