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Report of the Meeting
The Eighth Meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee (MedWet/Com), governing the Mediterranean trans-regional Ramsar Initiative, took place in the Villa Tuscolana at Frascati, Italy, on 26-28 June 2007. The meeting was hosted by the Italian Ministry of the Environment, the Territory and the Sea and chaired by Peter Bridgewater, the Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention, supported by two vice-chairs, Oliviero Montanaro (Italy) and Ammar Boumezbeur (Algeria).

Of the 44 members of MedWet/Com, 34 were represented in the Meeting, as listed in the attached participants list.

Opening statements were made by Aldo Cosentino, Director General for Nature Conservation of the Italian Ministry of the Environment, the Territory and the Sea. Furthermore, Giampaolo Rallo and Giorgio Pareschi, respectively of the Nature Conservation and the Water Management Directorates in this Ministry, made presentations on wetlands and river basin planning in Italy.

The opening session was followed by four plenary sessions, including an information session providing reports on wetland activities by several MedWet/Com members, a presentation on “A sustainable future for the Mediterranean” by Luc Dassonville, Deputy Director of the UNEP-MAP Blue Plan Regional Activity Centre, and a presentation informing on possible steps of a process leading towards a MedWet Strategic Vision and a Multi-Year Work Plan 2009-2011 by the Scientific and Technical Team. During the other three plenary sessions, the MedWet/Com members took the decisions listed below.
The Mediterranean Wetlands Committee

1. NOTED the temporary solution for the legal structure of the MedWet Secretariat in the form of an Association of a non-trading, non profit-making partnership, originally established on 28 February 2002, and the revision of its by-laws as presented in working document MWC8.6 with minor modifications, and STRESSED the need to continue the efforts to replace this Association with an appropriate international structure as soon as possible.
2. NOTED the MedWet organigramme (attached) distinguishing between the MedWet governance and implementation bodies and their relations with the Ramsar Convention, the Ramsar Secretariat and the governing board of the Association, i.e. the current legal structure for the MedWet Secretariat in Greece.
3. DECIDED that future Meetings of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee (MedWet/Com) should be co-chaired by the Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention and the Chair of the MedWet Steering Group.

4. DECIDED that MedWet/Com meetings should take place every 18 months, i.e. back-to-back with Ramsar Conferences of the Parties and intersessionally once in between two COPs.

5. CONFIRMED that the Steering Group established by the Extraordinary Meeting of MedWet/Com in Tirana, Albania, June 2006, is responsible for operational governance decisions, intersessionally between the meetings of MedWet/Com, and shall be composed for the triennium between MedWet/Com 8 and MedWet/Com 10 of the following five members: Algeria (Ammar Boumezbeur) representing the MedWet countries in the African region, Lebanon (Nabil Assaf) representing the countries in the Asian region, Italy (Oliviero Montanaro) representing the countries in the European region, Tour du Valat (Jean Jalbert) representing the Mediterranean Wetland Centres, and WWF International (Francesca Antonelli) representing the Ramsar International Organisation Partners (IOPs).

6. INSTRUCTED the Steering Group to designate two of its members to become members of the governing board of the Association providing the legal structure to the MedWet Secretariat, indicating that, normally, one of them should be a country representative. And ASKED the Steering Group to make the necessary budget provisions in the MedWet Secretariat budget in order to cover travel and subsistence costs of Steering Group members eligible for such support.
7. DECIDED that the host country of the MedWet Secretariat (Greece) and the Ramsar Secretariat should have a permanent observer status in the Steering Group.

8. TASKED the Steering Group to finalise its own internal “Rules of Procedure” and to submit them to MedWet/Com 9 for endorsement.

9. TASKED the Steering Group to prepare guidance, to be submitted to MedWet/Com 9, on how before each MedWet/Com meeting, summary reports can be prepared regarding the level of accomplishment of the Multi-Year Work Plan (i.e. implementation processes), the results achieved on the effective conservation and wise use of wetland resources (i.e. ecological outcomes), and the costs of the activities implemented and the funds obtained for the conservation and wise use of Mediterranean wetlands.

10. AGREED that a new head for the MedWet Secretariat should be recruited rapidly in the way outlined in the MedWet Terms of Reference, and DECIDED that this position should be named again “MedWet Coordinator”, as in the past, and CLARIFIED the Terms of Reference for this position, as included in the MedWet Terms of Reference.
11. APPROVED the modus operandi of the MedWet Scientific and Technical Team, as annexed to working document MWC8.2, with minor modifications.
12. MANDATED the Steering Group, with support by the Scientific and Technical Team and the Secretariat, to give priority to the elaboration of a new Multi-Year Work Plan for 2009-2011, while developing a 25-year Strategic Vision, including regular interactions with MedWet/Com members. The draft Strategic Vision and Work Plan are to be submitted to MedWet/Com 9.
13. RECOMMENDED that the Strategic Vision should promote a shared understanding of the main root causes of Mediterranean wetlands loss, and of the key challenges to be addressed in the coming decades. The work to elaborate the Strategic Vision should be integrated into the preparation of Ramsar’s Strategic Plan 2009-2014, it should promote the UN goal to reduce the loss of biodiversity and ensure complementarity with other Mediterranean initiatives relevant for wetlands.
14. REQUESTED that the Strategic Vision gives emphasis to drivers of change, and that the main axes of the Strategic Vision include:

a.  the role of wetlands for the sustainable management of water resources at the river basin scale, in a context of water scarcity, focussing on key hydrological functions (drought and flood control, groundwater recharge, water purification); 
b. the relevance of wetlands to preserve biodiversity and natural habitats; 
c. the role of wetlands in supporting ecosystem services contributing to sustainable development activities (agriculture, grazing, fisheries, tourism); 
d. the need for an integrated ecosystem-based approach for the management of wetlands; 
e. the likely impacts of climate change on wetlands over the next century; 
f. the promotion of participatory processes (involving local stakeholders) as a component of sustainable use of wetlands; and

g. the need to develop partnerships with other international and regional agreements of relevance to wetlands.

15. TASKED the Steering Group to prepare, with the support of the Scientific and Technical Team and the IOPs, a proposal for an observatory of Mediterranean wetlands, for consideration by MedWet/Com 9.

16. REQUESTED the Secretariat to finalise rapidly the Secretariat work plan and budget 2007-2008 and to submit it to the Steering Group for approval and communication immediately to the members of MedWet/Com, noting that its performance will be assessed by MedWet/Com 9.
17. APPROVED the MedWet Terms of Reference as revised during the meeting. 
18. THANKED the Italian authorities for their hospitality to hold this meeting in a unique “ambiente”, and particularly Oliviero Montanaro for his involvement. THANKED the members of the MedWet Secretariat for their exceptional efforts and work to keep the MedWet Initiative alive, with unfailing guidance and support by Thymio Papayannis.
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