MEMORANDUM OF COLLABORATION

Between
The Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative (MedWet) 

and
L’ Agenzia regionale per la protezione ambientale della Toscana (ARPAT)

The MedWet Team is a forum of collaboration between the wetland centres participating in the MedWet Initiative as well as the MedWet Coordination Unit. Its role is primarily to: 

· ensure exchange of information and technical/scientific expertise; 

· plan jointly among its members the activities to be carried out for the implementation of the MedWet strategic plan;

· involve its members in the implementation of projects by putting to use their technical and scientific capacities, share tasks and activities among them.

The MedWet Team currently consists of the:

· Greek Wetland/Biotope Centre – EKBY, based in Thessaloniki, Greece;

· Portuguese Wetland Centre – CEZH/ICN, based in Lisbon, Portugal;

· Station Biologique de la Tour du Valat, based in Camargue, France ;

· Sede para el Estudio de los Humedales Mediterráneos – SEHUMED, based in Valencia, Spain;

· MedWet Coordination Unit - an outposted unit of the Ramsar Convention Secretariat, based in Athens, Greece

The Agenzia Regionale per la Protezione Ambientale della Toscana (ARPAT) is a public institution founded by the Regional law L.R. n° 66 of April 18th, 1995, in execution of the National Italian Law n° 61 of January  21st, 1994. 
In 1995 ARPAT, the regional Agency for the Tuscan environment protection was the first to be created in Italy; a dependable organization, both for institutions and for companies, and private citizens.   Its main task is to know and communicate the Tuscan area’s environmental problems, in order to help governmental institutions and local communities to take mindful and ecologically-sustainable decisions.
ARPAT’s tasks include acquiring and offering a constant picture of the critical aspects of the Tuscan eco-system which is also an invaluable set of cultural and artistic inheritance, social solidarity, and a mixture of nature and culture, whose “critical points” need to be known just to be promptly faced and solved.

ARPAT’s main tasks in the technical and scientific area include:

 • controls and investigations on the environment and pollution sources for air, water, land, soil, atmosphere and radiation;

• controls linked to interventions to renew and improve the environment and the decontamination of polluted sites;

• controls and investigations prior to the issuing of authorizations, besides inspecting surveillance to grant the respect of the environmental regulations;

• notifications to the court of cases of severe and irreversible damaging of the environmental resources, including controls and technical tests to support the regulations relevant to emergencies;
• assessment of the adequacy and technical effectiveness of the environmental norms and regulations, through processing of the pieces of advice and suggestions;
• technical support to plan large-area environmental interventions, in the jurisdiction of the Region and Local Councils;
• scientific technical support targeted to the assessment of environmental compatibility, the impact assessment (VIA) and the strategic environmental assessment (VAS), the preliminary inquiries on project approvals and authorization issuing, the assessment and prevention of the risk of extensive accidents, up to the performance of the functions related to promoting the environmental damages reparation; 

• control and prevention of pollutants on vegetables and of the correct use of fertilizers, phyto-sanitary products, and residues from the production, besides medical tests on the latest parasiticidal formulas and controls on GMO;

• opinion on the requests of limitation and/or exclusion of authorized phyto-sanitary products, and of regulation of phyto-sanitary products for non-farming purposes, and on the use of airplanes for spray treatments;
• promotion and application of self controlling systems, of the SGA (environmental management systems), advice and technical support for EMAS, ECOLABEL SA 8000, and IPP (promotion of the product policy), promotion of Green Procurement;.

ARPAT’s Jurisdiction in the relation to water 
Surface waters: chemical and biological tests on all significant surface waters, both rivers and lakes, in compliance with the government decree 152/99 (60/2000/EEC). Monitoring of other smaller ones, where needed. 
Surface water destined to purification: samples and chemical and bacteriological tests of the waters sampled by the managers of the water system for their purification and input in the waterworks (Government Decree 152/99).
Draining: as for the law regulations imposing to renew every four years the authorizations for industrial draining and the sewage systems of the purification central plants, ARPAT issues the opinions of the relevant authorities for the area (A.T.O., Provinces, Municipalities) at the time of the first renewal.
Drinking Waters: ARPAT performs chemical and microbiological analysis on samples that the National Sanitary System extracts from wells on prefixed points in the aqueduct net. 

Wetland Monitoring: ARPAT performs the monitoring of the environmentally relevant wetlands in the region, so as to guarantee a suitable knowledge of their condition and to suggest proper conservation measures. 

ARPAT produces and overviews Management Plans at basin and site level (by appointment to the Tuscany Region, Management Plans of four main areas Massaciuccoli, Orbetello, Burano, Fucecchio under the MedWet criteria and is inventorying all relevant wetland sites in Tuscany under the MedWet/Regions project)
Underground Waters: ARPAT has set up and controls a monitoring network for the aquifers in the valleys, and those in the hillsides and mountains.
Sea and Coast Monitoring (Law No. 979/82): in agreement with the Tuscan Region, and on behalf of the Ministry of the Environment and the safeguarding of the ocean, a yearly monitoring of the coastal waters in Tuscany is carried out according to the three different kinds: “Sea eco-systems”, “Eutrophication”, and “Bivalves”. For this activity ARPAT has arranged the oceanographic boat Poseidon. 

Swimming waters monitoring: dedicated to the hygienic-sanitary quality of bathing waters of sea, lakes, rivers and artificial basins. 

Pollutant sources’ characteristics: within the “Monitor Project” of the Province of Leghorn, an oceanographic buoy has been set to study the reaction of the sea environment as for the industrial waste of the ENEL Thermal Power Station of Torre del Sale.

Monitoring and operations to counter the coastal erosion: creating feasibility projects on coastal erosion in the Apuane area (Massa Carrara Province) and the Island of Elba.

Movement of materials to sea environment (from the Ministerial Decree 24.01.1996): controls of the sand movements in some depths of the Island of Elba, for the accretion of the coastline.

Ecosystem safeguarding and protection: project of biological safeguarding for the protected area of Calafuria and the Orbetello Lagoon.
ARPAT has been a partner in a number of past and current MedWet projects, including the MedWet/Regions (INTERREG IIIB MEDOCC) project and is currently a partner in the MedWet/CODDE (INTERREG IIIC South) project. The participation of ARPAT in these activities consisted of sharing technical and scientific expertise with the project partners and undertaking the implementation of activities in the region of Toscana, through studies and field projects.

Owing to the significant technical capacities of ARPAT and the good collaboration with the MedWet Team partners, it was considered that it would be beneficial to both MedWet and ARPAT if the latter became a full member of the MedWet Team.

Based on the unanimous proposal of the MedWet Team members, taken in its meeting in Valencia (March 2004), the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee in its 6th meeting (MedWet/Com6, Tipaza, Algeria, December 2004) requested that a Memorandum of Collaboration be prepared and signed between ARPAT and the MedWet Coordination Unit, representing MedWet and the MedWet Team, by the force of which ARPAT will become a full member of the MedWet Team.

The terms and content of the present Memorandum have been revised and agreed by all MedWet Team members and the Ramsar Convention Secretariat. 
The present Memorandum with ARPAT is signed by the MedWet Coordination Unit in its capacity as a legal entity representing the MedWet Initiative. 
By signing the present Memorandum of Collaboration the MedWet Coordination Unit and ARPAT agree the following:

Article 1: Collaboration
1.1 
ARPAT agrees to participate as a full member in the MedWet Team; 

1.2
The MedWet Coordination Unit will invite ARPAT to participate in all MedWet Team meetings and all other relevant meetings of MedWet. ARPAT will also be invited to participate in the different MedWet Working Groups, by appointing, as appropriate focal points. ARPAT will secure the cost of its participation from its own sources or related projects; 
1.3 
By joining the MedWet Team ARPAT adopts the objectives of the MedWet Initiative, and in particular those regarding the implementation of the Ramsar Convention in the Mediterranean region;  

1.4 
ARPAT recognizes the benefit of facilitating the development of cooperative and collaborative activities with the MedWet Team members, including programmes of research, applications, communications / public awareness and training. For this purpose ARPAT will share with the MedWet Team and the MedWet Coordination Unit information and plans for the development of relevant activities; 

1.5 
ARPAT will assign one of its staff to act as the focal point for general matters with the MedWet Team and the MedWet Coordination Unit.  ARPAT will aim to establish a sub-unit in its structure devoted to the implementation of the MedWet programme;

1.6
ARPAT will create a link between its web site and the MedWet web site, and will provide information for posting on the MedWet web site;

1.7
The MedWet Coordination Unit will invite ARPAT, to participate in the activities for the implementation of the Ramsar Strategic Plan in the Mediterranean region. This includes the implementation of current activities, the development of new activities and projects, and the implementation of the MedWet Communications, Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) programme; 

1.8
The MedWet Coordination  Unit will also facilitate the communication, exchange of information and eventual collaboration of ARPAT with the technical and scientific organs of the Ramsar Convention, and in particular the Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP);

1.9
The wetland centres participating in the MedWet Team will exchange information and expertise with ARPAT and will inform it, either trough the MedWet Coordination Unit or directly through bilateral communications with them on its activities, current and planned, related to Mediterranean wetlands;

1.10 
ARPAT will act to the extent of its possibility as a facilitator in the communication and collaboration of MedWet with the Italian authorities;

1.11
The present Memorandum does not imply or foresee in a direct or indirect way any financial interdependence between ARPAT and the MedWet Coordination Unit.
1.12
ARPAT, the MedWet Coordination Unit, and all other wetland centres participating in the MedWet Team remain entirely independent organisations collaborating on the basis of mutual agreement and wish. The present Memorandum does not imply in a direct or indirect way any administrative inter-linkage between any two organisations, unless otherwise agreed with subsequent agreements.

Article 2: General Terms
2.1 
This MoC shall be effective from the date when both ARPAT and the MedWet Coordination Unit have affixed their signatures.

2.2 
Any amendment to this MoC shall be made only on the basis of a written agreement signed by both ARPAT and the MedWet Coordination Unit.

2.3 
Neither Party shall be legally or financially liable in any way for activities carried out independently by the other Party.

2.4 
Any differing viewpoints or interpretations of this MoC shall be resolved amicably by consultation or negotiation between the two Parties.

2.5 
This MoC may be terminated by either Party subject to written notice of six months. In case of its termination, although the Memorandum shall cease to be in effect, existing cooperation shall continue to the extent necessary for the completion of existing, agreed activities.

Signed in two copies in the English and two copies in the Italian language:

Spyros Kouvelis

MedWet Coordinator

Date and Place: ___________________________ 2005, in ____________________

Dr. Alessandro Lippi
Director General, ARPAT

Date and Place: ___________________________ 2005, in ____________________

